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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Less than three weeks ago 
we celebrated the joy of the 
Resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  On that same day, our 
Brother Bill Smith passed away 
from earthly ties.  

The response of this Council to 
his illness, passing and support to 
his spouse, Mary Jo, exemplifies our 
highest ideals of Charity, Unity, and 
Fraternity.  The DGK and I received 
messages and offers of support 
from many Knights.  Thank you 
to everyone who has been helping 
Mary Jo and Patrick.  Thank you 
to everyone who supported his 
Memorial Mass.  

Many of us know the special spirit 
of volunteerism that Brother Bill 
possessed.  How many times over the 
years has he stood up in our business 
meeting, put forth a good idea, and 
then taken the leadership, planning 
and execution of the event?  I am 
thankful that God blessed us with 
his example.  May we all reflect on 
it and act accordingly.  

Knight of the Month
The planning, coordination and 

execution of Bill’s Memorial 
Grand Knight Con’t. Next Page

Time for Preparing

Farewell, Sir Knight
Remembering Bill Smith

By Jerry Coffey and Scott Huetteman

A
t the end of the 
movie “Band of 
Brothers”, Major 
Dick Winters 
mentioned a letter 
he received from 

one of the men of his command 
which ended with the following: “I 
cherish the memories my grandson 
asked me the other day when he said, 
“Grandpa, were you a hero in the 
war?” I told him, “No, but I served in 
the company of heroes.” 

Our council has many brothers who 
faithfully pay their dues and support 
us through prayer, and volunteer 
their time as their schedule allows. 
Bill Smith could always be found at 
our activities with his wife Mary Jo 
and son, brother Patrick Smith. 

He took the lead in getting us involved 
in the Incredibull Games at Bloomingdale  
High School’s county wide event for 
children with disabilities. He could be 
seen at the 5:30 PM Sunday Mass and, 
when scheduled, served as an Eucharistic 
Minister. I’m sure he was involved at 
numerous other activities with Patrick 
always at his side. 

Every time we met, he would always take 
the time to say hello with a warm smile of 
friendship and stop to ask about my family 
etc. He cherished his faith, family and  
membership in our council. 

When notified of his sudden passing on 
Easter Sunday. I was deeply saddened and 
took time to reflect on how he impacted my 
life for the very short time I knew him. 

If I were to be asked if I was a good 
Knight, I would answer by saying:  “Not 
yet, but I’m still trying. But I knew a great 
Knight. His name was Bill Smith.”

The sudden and unexpected passing of 
our brother Bill Smith no doubt caught us 
all by surprise. Many have questioned what 
happened, trying in a sort of vain attempt to 
find some reasoning to bring this tragedy a 
sense of closure in our minds.
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The June business meeting will be held on May 31 in the FLC



Mass and reception in three days, 
demonstrates what happens when 
we all come together in a common 
cause.  We would like to recognize 
a Knight who led and worked the 
reception from the beginning to the 
final cleanup.  Brother Jim English, 
who is no stranger to running Council 
events, was of great assistance to the 
Deputy Grand Knight and Council 
Director.  We have presented Brother 
Jim English with the May Knight of 
the Month.   

Family of the Month
In April, the Men’s Club ran 

their annual Fish Fry.  Many of our 
Knights helped with the Fish Fry.  
Brother Bob Haley and his wife 
Eleanor worked the Fish Fry this 
year in addition to many other events 
during the year.  The extended Haley 
Family is often lending a hand when 
help is needed.  We are pleased to 
present the Family of the Month for 
May to the Bob Haley Family.

Elections
Our Trustees have composed a list 

of candidates for Council Officers 
for the 2018 Fraternal Year.  The 
Council will vote on officers at the 
June business meeting.  If you would 
like to run for office, you can still be 
nominated from the floor, including 
on the day of election. After the 
election we will be appointing new 
directors in July.  

If you would like to be a director, 
please speak to the Programs 
Director, the Deputy Grand Knight.  
If you would like to be a co-director 
with another Knight, we can discuss 
that as well.  It is not a daunting task 
and your brother Officers, Directors 
and Knights will help you.  

Recruiting Incentives
In April we inducted three new 

members to the Order.  We potentially 
have three more candidates already 
for June.  Your efforts to recognize 
and ask men about joining the 
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Bill was a great friend, dedicated Knight, 
passionate supporter of those in need, an 
ardent pro-life defender, and an all-around 
fun person to be with. Although there is a 
huge void in our council and parish, heaven 
now has a true saint in Bill Smith.

The outpouring of gratitude, condolences 
and support that came from our council and 
parish was nothing short of amazing. The 
UNITY demonstrated by our Council was 
humbling. Dozens of Knights took the time 
to honor our dearly departed brother Knight 
and stand in support of the Smith family.

Special thanks go to Ed Veronick, Jerry 
Coffey, and Jim English who set up the 
ROC and stayed well past 8pm cleaning 
and packing up.

Bill’s wife, Mary Jo and the entire Smith 
family expressed their gratitude to the 
Knights for our support and their heartfelt 
thanks to everyone.

Lastly, brother Bill, you will be missed 
tremendously, and never forgotten by your 
brothers in the council and your family in 
the church. 

Vivat Jesus!

Bill Smith Con’t. From Page 1
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A Pro-Life Moment

PRO-LIFE AMERICANS now 
face a historic opportunity. Not 
since the Supreme Court decided 
Roe v. Wade in 1973 has the 

United States government had so many 
high-ranking officials who are pro-life.

Consider this: The House majority 
leader and the speaker of the House 
are strongly pro-life. So are the Senate 
majority leader and the chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. Both the 
president and the vice president as well as 
17 members of their cabinet are pro-life.

Just three days after the inauguration, 
President Trump signed a presidential 
memorandum reinstating the Mexico 
City Policy, which requires that, as a 
condition for receiving U.S. foreign aid, 
nongovernmental organizations agree 
to neither perform nor promote 
abortion. Then, several days before 
the March for Life, the House of 
Representatives passed Rep. Chris 
Smith’s “No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act.”

Vice President Pence went 
from meeting pro-life leaders and 
speaking at the March for Life to 
later casting the tie-breaking vote 
to pass legislation overturning 
an Obama administration rule 
blocking states from defunding 
Planned Parenthood.

The pro-life agenda has had an 
important place in the first 100 
days of the new administration and 
the new Congress. But that agenda 
is far from complete.

The Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, issued by the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 
in 2004, describes the right to life as “the 
first right” (155) and states: “Promoting 
human dignity implies above all affirming 
the inviolability of the right to life, from 
conception to natural death, the first 
among all rights and the condition for all 
other rights of the person” (553).

Last August, during our Supreme 
Convention in Toronto, I stated that we 
can never hope to build a true culture of 
life and civilization of love as long as the 
legal regime of abortion mandated by Roe 
v. Wade remains in effect — a regime that 
has resulted in the deaths of an estimated 
60 million unborn children in the United 
States since 1973.

As the Compendium affirms, “The 
immediate purpose of the Church’s social 
doctrine is to propose the principles and 
values that can sustain a society worthy 
of the human person” (580). And Pope 
Francis in his encyclical on “care for our 
common home, “Laudato Si”, speaks of 
the need to “safeguard the moral conditions 
for an authentic human ecology” and to 
provide the poor with the “right to a life 
consistent with their inalienable dignity.”

The civilization of love rests on respect 
for the equal dignity and right to life of 
every person. Human dignity goes beyond 
abortion. But the right to life is not only 
a foundation; it can also be a common 
ground to a broader engagement with 
society.

Our Knights of Columbus/Marist polling 
on abortion has consistently shown that 
strong majorities of Americans support 

significant restrictions on abortion. And 
on some questions, these majorities 
include majorities of those who describe 
themselves as “pro-choice.”

On Jan. 22, the 44th anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade, Pope Francis stated, “The 
Church must never tire of being an 
advocate for life and must not neglect to 

proclaim that human life is to 
be protected unconditionally 
from the moment of conception 
until natural death.” He went 
on to encourage participants 
of the March for Life “to work 
tirelessly for the building of a 
civilization of love and a culture 
of life.”

Today, we have in America a 
new pro-life moment. Now is 
the time for Catholics and other 
pro-life Americans to seize this 
moment to turn the corner on the 
legacy of Roe v. Wade.

The political stars are aligning 
in a way as to make change 
possible. It is time to take up 
the challenge of Pope Francis 

to work tirelessly for the building up of 
a culture of life by advocating for the 
unborn.

If we do not, then in the words of 
Shakespeare, “the fault … is not in our 
stars, but in ourselves.”

Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson
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By George Weigel 

At a moment like this when 
there doesn’t seem to be a 
lot going right—ascendant 
authoritarianisms throughout 

the world; lethal violence by ideological 
fanatics; feckless responses to both from 
the democracies—it’s good to be reminded 
that things can be different, and in fact 
were different, not so very long ago.

Recapturing those days and summoning 
memories of a time when the good folks 
won, cleanly and against all the odds, 
is the singular accomplishment of a 
splendid new documentary, “Liberating 
a Continent: John Paul II and the Fall 
of Communism,” which should be on 
everyone’s summer must-watch list.

It took me nineteen years of research 
and three books, “The Final Revolution,” 
“Witness to Hope,” and “The End and the 
Beginning” to do what executive producer 
Carl Anderson and writer/director David 
Naglieri have done. In ninety-three 

minutes of gripping videography and 
marvelous graphics, they explain how and 
why John Paul played a pivotal, indeed 
indispensable, role in the greatest drama 
of the last quarter of the twentieth century, 
the collapse of European communism. 

In doing so, they make us think 
hard, again, about how this miraculous 
liberation took place—something no one 
expected on October 16, 1978, when a 
little-known Polish cardinal, who styled 
himself the pope “from a far country,” 
was presented on the central loggia of  
St. Peter’s as the new Bishop of Rome.

Central and eastern Europe weren’t 
liberated by conceding that the 
communists had a point, even if they were 
rather brutal and inefficient in making 
that point socially, economically, and 
politically. Nor were the countries of the 
Warsaw Pact liberated by churchmen and 
western diplomats cosseting the dictators 
that ran those party-states. What we used 
to call the “captive nations” were liberated 
because “good” and “evil” were “called 

by their right names,” as the Solidarity 
martyr, Blessed Jerzy Popieliuszko, used 
to put it.

Central and eastern Europe didn’t break 
free of the shackles of totalitarianism 
without trying, failing, and then trying 
again. It took a critical mass of people, 
determined to “live in the truth” no matter 
how difficult, to implode the communist 
culture of the lie and give a new birth of 
freedom to the lands Stalin claimed as his 
prize for helping beat Hitler.

And the countries of central and eastern 
Europe didn’t regain their liberties by 
adopting the usual twentieth-century 
method of social change, mass violence. 
Understanding that people who begin by 
storming Bastilles usually end up building 
their own (as one Polish dissident said), 
the new freedom fighters inspired by John 
Paul II deployed weapons that communist 
brutality could not match: truth, national 
memory, tenacious organizing, and 
personal resilience.

Liberating a Continent: John Paul II 
and the Fall of Communism

JP2 Con’t. Next Page
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For those whose memories of  
St. John Paul reach back only as far as 
his last years, “Liberating a Continent” 
is also a powerful reminder of what a 
handsome, charismatic, and utterly 
compelling man John Paul II was at 
the height of his physical powers. He 
radiated confidence, moral strength, 
and the courage of a happy warrior. 
And because of that, those whose lives 
he touched felt empowered in return.

The displacement of history by 
“social studies” in U.S. elementary and 
secondary schools has been a disaster 
for historical understanding. And while 
the new “social history,” which wants 
to do history from the bottom up, has 
taught us many things, there are still 
occasions when great men do bend 
history’s curve in a different direction; 

“Liberating a Continent” is also a 
useful reminder of that. John Paul II 
didn’t make “1989” happen by himself. 
But without him, a continent wouldn’t 
have been liberated when it was and how 

it was. So I’d suggest adding this terrific 
film to the curriculum of every Catholic 
(and indeed every Christian) high school 

in North America, to remind students 
what happened in their parents’ 
lifetimes and to inspire them to moral 
greatness themselves.

“Liberating a Continent” will be aired 
on various public television stations in 
the months ahead; that schedule will be 
regularly updated at www.jp2film.com. 
But while you’re checking for local 
airings at that site, go to the “purchase” 
tab, order a copy online, and settle 
down for an hour and a half of superb 
entertainment that will lift your spirits 
in a darkling season.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior 
Fellow of Washington, D. C.’s Ethics 
and Public Policy Center, where he 
holds the William E. Simon Chair in 
Catholic Studies.
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Knights are paying off.  We are proud 
to present recruiter incentives of $25 
gift cards to Jerry Coffey, Sr., Jerry 
Coffey, Jr., and Ross Lowry.  As you 
go to Mass and attend church activities, 
please remember to “Ask One Catholic 
Gentleman” if he would like to join the 
Knights.  Remember to emphasize how 
we support the Order and the Church at 
large as well as our local community.

Grand Knights Challenge  
Incentive

The awards for the Grand Knight’s 
Challenge have come in and will be 
awarded at the June business meeting.  
If you have completed 7 out of the 
10 categories of Church, Community, 
Council, Family, Pro-Life, Youth, 
Membership, Fundraiser, Spiritual, and 
Degrees, you are eligible to receive the 
Faithful Knight lapel pin.  Please turn in 
the forms to the Grand Knight or Trustees 
not later than the beginning of the June 
business meeting.  If you cannot remember 

the date of an event you supported, check 
the council calendar on our website.  If you 
are not sure, turn in your form anyway.

This coming month we have our Ladies 
Appreciation Night, Pro-Life Prayer Vigil, 
“The Cross and the Light,” and the Florida 
State Convention.  Our Directors will give 
you all the details on these events.  

Brothers, thank you all for saying “yes” 
and helping the Council achieve its goals 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  Please 
remember to ask the men you meet about 
becoming a Knight of Columbus.  Let us 
remember the example Brother Bill Smith 
gave us as a Knight and father.

June Meeting Date Change
Please make a note in your calendar that 

the June business meeting will be held 
on May 31 in the FLC

Vivat Jesus! 
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This month, the Noyes family celebrated 
their daughter Daniella’s 1st communion. 
Her mother Heidi is the president of the 
Columbiettes and her father Dan is a 1st 
degree Knight of Columbus. God bless 
them and there beautiful daughter. 



The weekend of April 28-30, 
2017, Florida Columbiettes 
held their 39th Annual 
Convention at the Embassy 

Suites Hotel in Boca Raton, Florida.   
St. Stephen Auxiliary 14084 sent their 
two delegates, President Heidi Noyes 
and Immediate Past President Rita Joyce 
to attend.  Both delegates agreed that it 
was a very productive, informative and 
enjoyable weekend.

After a long drive across the State Friday 
afternoon, we arrived in time to check into 
the hotel and to prepare for the first one 
hour workshop followed by an evening of 
dining and entertainment.  

The theme for Friday was Casino 
Royale.  The Board of Florida State 
Officers were great sports as they donned 
black outfits and carried “oversized” cards 
as they danced their way into the dining 
room.  The Queen of Hearts was none 
other than our State President, Lucille 
Meyers, and her husband the Joker!  

Another very prominent figure at our 
convention was our 104 year “young” 
Columbiette, Josephine, who attends all 
conventions and makes it a point to get up 
on the dance floor at least once!  She was 
one of the first State Presidents in Florida.

Saturday began with registration for 

those of us who did not arrive early enough 
on Friday to register.  The bulk of the day 
was devoted to  a memorial service for all 
deceased Columbiettes and Knights, the 
May Crowning of our Blessed Mother, 
and our business session.  

During the meeting several reports 
regarding the activities of all Florida 
Auxiliaries were shared with us.  We 
currently have 47 active Auxiliaries in 
Florida and over 2400 active Columbiettes.  
Our Supreme President, Patricia Zellner, 
and Supreme Vice President, Ronnie 

Albert, were in attendance the entire 
weekend.  

After a brief period of “free time” 
the installation of the 2017-2018 State 
Officers took place followed by the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, celebrated by State 
Chaplain Reverend Father Michael Hoyer.

We concluded our Saturday events 
with cocktails and banquet followed 
by dancing. The theme for Saturday 
evening was ICE.  Sunday was packing 
and checkout day and the long ride back 
home!

Columbiettes Hold 39th Annual Convention
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By Rita Joyce

(L-R)  Rita Joyce, Patricia Zellner Supreme President, Heidi Noyes

(Center L-R)  Rita Joyce St. Stephen Aux, Merlita Jones Holy Cross Aux, Karla 
Trumbull Father Lopez Aux.
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Brothers, Families and Friends, 
Katie Abbott, our Aramark 
Non-Profit Organization 
(NPO) Coordinator, has 

coordinated, published and produced the 
training calendar consisting of 10 NPO 
VOLUNTEER ORIENTATIONS FOR 
THE SUMMER MONTHS.  These NPO 
Volunteer Orientations are ONLY for NEW 
VOLUNTEERS.  These 2-1/2 to 3 hour 
Orientations cover customer service, food 
safety, and alcohol management (TEAM) 

This training is a MANDATORY 
requirement in order to work at the 
Stadium as an employee or NPO 
Volunteer.  There is a 30 question 
certification test (open book) that everyone 
must pass to be eligible to fundraise at the 
Stadium this year.  

These sessions also serve as venues 
to administer background checks for all 
the volunteers. The background checks, 
along with the Volunteer Acknowledgment 
Forms, must be signed and dated by every 
volunteer before every Bucs season!  Once 
I get the updated background checks forms 
from Aramark, I will coordinate with all 
our returning volunteers to fill out and 
return to me so that I can get them back to 
them by the first week in August, before 
the start of the Season.   

Please see the schedule (left) and let 
me know as soon as possible so that 
I may lock in a seat for you.  These 
sessions often fill in fast, so don’t be left  
out...especially if you are planning to put 
your name in the hat for the U2 Concert on 
June 14th (Official Call for Volunteers will 
go out by mid-May).

Anyone whose TEAM Certification is 
expiring before the season starts (those 
who certified in 2014) will have to  

re-certify before the start of the Season.   
I have a list and will inform those 
applicable and will coordinate with the 
NPO  Coordinator who noted she will 
be setting up a couple of re-certification 
sessions as well.   

Directions & Parking 
(ALL TRAINING IS CONDUCTED AT 

RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM):
Media Dining – This is located on the 

west side of our stadium.  Volunteers enter 
on east side of the stadium through Gate 
B/C off of Himes Ave.  Drive around 
the stadium and park in Lot D.  You will 
then enter through the Press Box/Media 
Entrance.  This particular entrance in the 
stadium can only be opened by someone 
from security.  These doors will not be 
unlocked until someone from Security 
arrives, which will be 15 minutes before 
the training starts.   The cap on orientations 
in Media Dining is 100 people.

East Club – Volunteers will be entering 
through Gate B/C off of Himes Ave. Go 
towards the left and park anywhere in 
Lot B.  The huge window wall area is the 
East Club.  Doors will not be unlocked for 
these orientations until 15 minutes before 
the training starts, or until security arrives.  
The cap on orientations in the East Club  is 
175 people.

HEADS UP: Shake Out Day 
This years Shake Out Day will occur 

over the morning of August 12th (details 
to follow).  As they have done in the past, 
Aramark will hold a Volunteer Orientation 
following the Shake Out Day training.

If you have any questions, please let me 
know. Thanks and God Bless,

Julio

RJS Volunteer TrainingThe Schedule
Training will consist of customer 

service, food safety, and alcohol safety 
(TEAM Certification). The training 
will last approximately 3 hours. There 
is a certification test at the end of the 
training that every volunteer MUST 
pass before being eligible to fundraise 
at the Stadium. Please be sure to register 
your volunteers for training as they do 
fill up quickly and space is limited.

These training dates and times are 
currently subject to change.

Please arrive at least 15 minutes 
early to allow time for check in. If the 
training is in the East Club – doors 
cannot be unlocked until security 
arrives!!

Volunteer Orientation / TEAM 
Training
Thursday May 11th @ 6:30 PM  
Media Dining
Tuesday June 6th @ 6:30 PM   
Media Dining
Saturday June 10th @ 1:30 PM – 
East Club
Thursday June 22nd @ 6:30 PM – 
East Club
Monday July 10th @ 6:30 PM  
East Club
Saturday July 29th @ 10:00 AM – 
East Club
Sunday July 30th @ 10:00 AM  
East Club
Tuesday August 8th @ 6:30 PM   
East Club
Saturday August 12th @ TBA  
East Club
Monday August 21st @ 6:30 PM  
East Club

Group Lead Training
Saturday July 29th – 1:00 PM
Sunday July 30th – 1:00 PM
More dates TBA soon!

Shake Out Day
Saturday August 12th – More Details 
TBA!



We recently completed 
the 2017 Winter-Spring 
KofC Bowling League. 
Congratulations to the 

1st Place Team, Pindamonium, which 
includes John and Maria Columbia and 
Mark and Anna May Lovejoy. Second 
Place went to the The BassAnos which 
includes Denny and Laurie Schulmerich 
and Bill and Jo Anne Miller. Also, coming 
third was the Knight Bowlers, including 

Rick and Linda Gnatowsky and Jack 
and Mary Anne Metz. The 2017 Winter 
Spring Bowling League raised $1,112.00 
for our Council with an additional $100 in 
Tootsie Roll Sales. So thank you again to 
The Alley for their continued support.

We will start the Fall League in 
September. This will be a 10 week  
co-ed bowling league that will begin 
on September 10th and run through 

November 12th, with no bye weeks. As 
usual, we will bowl a three game set on 
Sunday nights starting at 7:00 PM. The 
cost for each 3 game set is still only 
$12.00 per person. This is a great way 
to spend some time with your fellow 
Knights, meet new friends and have some 
fun! If you would like to join the K of C 
Bowling League contact Mark Lovejoy at 
Lovejoy6951@gmail.com by September 
6, 2017. 

Winter-Spring Bowling League

Ladies Truly Appreciated
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Prayer to Mary, Mother of God

Mary, Mother of God, at your 
request, Jesus worked His first 
m i r a c l e . 

He changed water into 
wine for the wedding 
guests at Cana in 
Galilee. 

Over the centuries 
you have not ceased to 
obtain countless signs 
and wonders for the 
poor, exiled children 
of Eve. 

We therefore ask 
you to intercede with 
your Divine Son for 
the miraculous graces 
which the modern world so desperately 
needs:
 For the conversion and reconversion 

of whole nations to Jesus Christ and His 
teaching on marriage and the family.

 For the heroic preservation among 
Christians of their faith in the indissolubility 

of marriage, marital 
fidelity and the 
loving acceptance 
of children, as the 
bedrock of the 
Christian family.
 For the courage 

of martyrs in all of us 
followers of Christ, 
that we may witness 
to His power to 
overcome the powers 
of darkness that are 
bent on destroying the 
human family and the 
moral law. 

Mary, Mother of the Holy Family, and 
Mother of our families, pray for us.

Amen.

JESUS, Son of God and Son of 
Mary, bless our family. Graciously 
inspire in us the unity, peace, and 

mutual love that you found in your own 
family in the little town of Nazareth.

MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our 
Mother, nourish our family with your 
faith and your love. Keep us close to your 
Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys.

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, 
guardian and spouse of Mary, keep our 
family safe from harm. Help us in all 
times of discouragement or anxiety.

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, 
make our family one with you. Help 
us to be instruments of peace. Grant 
that love, strengthened by grace, may 
prove mightier than all the weaknesses 
and trials through which our families 
sometimes pass. May we always have 
God at the center of our hearts and homes 
until we are all one family, happy and at 
peace in our true home with you. Amen.

The Holy Family Prayer
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
John Columbia

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards   
Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

Building the Domestic Church

Because love is filled 
with hope when it 
is communicated, 
our family wants to 

promote hope and the life-giving 
spirit that flows from it to our 
families.

Meditation
(From Pope Benedict XVI’s 

Spe Salvi)
Whoever is moved by love begins to 

perceive what “life” really is. He begins to 
perceive the meaning of the word of hope 
that we encountered in the Baptismal Rite: 
from faith I await “eternal life” — the true 
life which, whole and unthreatened, in all 
its fullness, is simply life. Jesus, who said 
that he had come so that we might have life 
and have it in its fullness, in abundance (cf. 
Jn 10:10), has also explained to us what 
“life” means: “this is eternal life, that they 
know you the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent” (Jn 17:3). 
Life in its true sense is not something we 
have exclusively in or from ourselves: it is 
a relationship. And life in its totality is a 
relationship with him who is the source of 
life. If we are in relation with him who does 
not die, who is Life itself and Love itself, 
then we are in life. Then we “live.”
 How would our family life be different 

if we did not love at all? How would this 
affect our sense of hope?
   In what ways has the Catholic faith 

and God’s love shown us how to love? In 
what way does the faith shape our hopes?
  Why is having a relationship with 

God so important to really “living” and 
“hoping”?

Scripture Reading  
Psalm 139:13-18

A prayer to the all-knowing and ever-
present God:
You formed my inmost being;

   you knit me in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, because I am wonderfully 
made;

   wonderful are your works!
      My very self you know.

My bones are not hidden from you,
   When I was being made in secret,
   fashioned in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes saw me unformed;
   in your book all are written down;
   my days were shaped, before one came 

      to be.
How precious to me are your designs,  
O God;

   how vast the sum of them!
Were I to count them, they would outnumber 
the sands;

  when I complete them, still you are 
       with me.

Family Project
Ask each person to choose something 

“impossible” to pray for this month, and 
choose one person in your family to pray 
for every day during the month. 

Also, to celebrate the life-giving spirit 
of your family, discuss times in your 
family’s life when you grew together in 
faith or love. Discuss moments of your 
relationship, courtship, engagement and 
wedding celebrations that helped you grow 
as a couple. Share stories of your children’s 
births, and discuss the gift that each of their 
lives has been to your family. 

Gather photos or various mementos of 
these events for a scrapbook or memory box 
that your family can cherish, or consider 
compiling them into a slideshow that can 
be shared with relatives.
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

Columbiettes Welcome 
Four New Members

Last month, the Columbiettes 
welcomed four sisters into our 
Auxiliary before the regular 
monthly meeting.  The room was 

filled with the Holy Spirit, and we could 
feel the Virgin Mary blessing 
these four candidates with 
her amazing touch. 

These four women 
who chose to join the 
Columbiettes are: 
Jane Corba, Michelle 
Ross, Jodi Waldron, 
and Tania Aguirre.   
They are pictured in the 
photo above flanked by 
our Degree Team.

The Columbiettes Auxiliary 
is an organization of Catholic women 
dedicated to our patronesses: the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, St. Theresa the Little Flower  
and St. Joan of Arc.  

We serve our Brother Knights of 
Columbus who are responsible for our 

existence and we are also committed to 
serve the parish we worship in, as well as 
support its many ministries. 

If given the “green light”, in 2017-2018 
the Columbiettes of Auxiliary 14084 

would love to assist in Trunk 
or Treat and also sponsor 

Breakfast with Santa and 
the Easter Egg Hunt 
for the children of our 
community.  

We also reach out 
to our community 

by supporting pro-
life activities and 

organizations assisting 
women and children in life-

threatening relationships.  
The Columbiettes welcome all practicing 

Catholic women ages 17 to 100+!  As  
an aside, the oldest living and still active 
Columbiette in Florida is 104 years  
young!

Columbiettes (L-R) Denise Lee, Elaine Simon, Rita Joyce, Jane Corba, Fr. Curtis 
Carro, Michelle Ross, Heidi Noyes, Jodi Waldron, Dot Foley, Jan Goldonowicz, 
Tania Aguirre, Mary Grace Porter



Three years ago, I was asked by 
S/K Joe Rynne to get involved 
in Knights of Columbus VAVS 
activities. At the time, I had no 

idea what VAVS was and how the Knights 
of Columbus were involved. 

Joe explained to me that the Veterans 
Administration Volunteer Services 
(VAVS) was a organization within the VA 
that coordinates all volunteer activities at 
their locations to include hospitals and 
nursing homes. 

The Knights of Columbus Florida 
District 4th Degree has a VAVS Director 
appointed to oversee and report on all of 
our volunteer and support activities related 
to the VA.  That seemed logical since the 
principle of the 4th Degree is Patriotism. 

I decided to join Joe and a few other 
brothers on a delivery of food and hygiene 
items which were collected from area 
Councils during the previous month to the 
James A. Haley Hospital complex. 

I was taken aback at what I saw. I was 
under the impression that the VA took care 
of our brothers and sisters who proudly 
served us. Well, they do the best with 
the funding provided, but the need of a 
friendly handshake, sitting down to chat 
with a lonely soul, providing additional 
food for the homeless or running a Pizza 
Party for the Nursing Home residents just 
helps you grow as an individual. Try it!!

Vivat Jesus

By Jerry Coffey

Making a DifferenceServing Veterans

I am the newcomer to our VAVS 
Support Team, joining in October, 
2016. I have worked at the Patient 

Library at the James A. Haley VA 
Hospital for the last six months and 
have less than 100 hours or service.  

I perform several administrative 
and support tasks within the Patient 
Library, but the most rewarding task is 
delivering free books and magazines 
to our veterans and their families. 

During the rounds we visit all seven 
floors of the Main Hospital and all 3 
floors of the Polytrauma Center. It is 
very rewarding to bring some measure 
of comfort to our veteran heroes 
with a book, magazine, friendly 
conversation and a laugh or two. 

I usually start my conversation 
with: “I am from the Patient Library. 
We have free books and magazines 
for your reading pleasure. They are 
all non-electronic, easy to operate, 
with no batteries required, and no 
connectivity problems, unless you 
tend to nod off when your eyes get 
tired” 

At this point, most will look up 
from their phones or tablets, laugh 
and take a book or magazine. Some 
will engage in conversation about 
their service years, their health issues, 
sports, current events or the Knights 
of Columbus. (I always wear our 
Council’s K of C Volunteer shirt and 
cap at the VA Hospital). 

I would encourage all Knights, 
especially Fourth Degree Knights, to 
consider serving in the VAVS. There 
are many service opportunities such 
as Escorts, Feeders, Tram Shuttle 
Drivers, and Greeters. 

There is a sign in front of the James 
A. Haley VA Hospital that serves 
as inspiration to me and others for 
continued VAVS Service. It reads: 
“The Price of Freedom Is Visible 
Here”. 

By Mark Lovejoy
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Honoring Our Veterans

Serving Those Who Served: Veterans BBQ

Rich Sarnowski joined VAVS 
in 2012 while he was member 
of Assembly 1850. When 
he transferred to Assembly 

3418, he continued to work with both 
Assemblies in the efforts with VAVS. 

His hours were determined by the 
number of hours that he spent taking 
inventory of all the food and personal 
hygiene products as well putting a money 
value of all donations from the Councils 
involved with both Assemblies. 

Rich states that there are still a lot of 
homeless Vets in the area living on the 
streets as well, day to day, and all these 
donations really help. A lot of time the 
only thing the Vets have to eat are from the 
donations that are brought to the Council 
and Assembly meeting. They know 
that they can walk into the shelter and 
get something to eat, even if it is only a 
package of crackers and Ramon Noodles. 

This past Thanksgiving they were able 
to donate 180 turkeys, along with all the 

fixings, for a complete 
meal. This could not have 
happened without the help 
from the Councils and 
Assemblies in the VAVS 
District.

Rich is also responsible 
for buying the food and 
helping set up the VA 
BBQ at The Haley Cove 
Retirement center in 
Tampa. He gets a lot of 
help from the Knights and 
their wives. The retired 
Vets really enjoy this event, and they 
enjoy the entertainment as well. They 
also like to talk to the kids, as many do 
not have families of their own. Rich also 
coordinates a Pizza Party as well, at the 
same location.

When Valentine’s Day and Christmas 
come around, he also collects cards that 
the children from St. Stephen make. All 
the classes at St. Stephen participate. 

These cards are distributed along with gift 
bags of various items that are not supplied 
by the Hospital. 

As a 4th Degree Knight, Rich is honored 
to be a part of all these events, and if he 
only makes one Veteran smile then this is 
what Patriotism is all about.

Rich Sarnowski recently accepted an award for his over 
500 service hours at the VAMC Tampa. 

 The VAVS May 6th BBQ at James A. Haley VA Hospital 
Retirement center was a great success. About 30 vets who live 
at Haley Cove and family members attended the BBQ which 
started about 11:00 and ended about 01:30. About 25 Knights of 
Columbus men and wives from various Councils and Assemblies 
also attended to help cook and serve these Vets.  These guys 

really enjoyed this event, especially spending time talking to  
KofC guys.

Its just amazing talking to these guys and listing to the many 
stories, memories and experiences they have to share with us 
about there military lives.
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
Shawn Ryan

Herb Swoope, the past  
Co-Director, of the Veterans 
Affairs Voluntary Service 
(VAVS) Program and 4th 

Degree Knight, formerly of St. Stephen 
Council 14084, recently shared information 
regarding the VAVS Program for an article 
written in 2011.  

He stated that the VAVS Program is one of 
the largest volunteer programs in the federal 
government, and has provided 64 years of 
service to America’s Veterans seeking care 
in VA health care facilities. Since 1946, 
VAVS volunteers have donated over 724 
million hours of service. VAVS volunteers, 
and their organizations, contribute gifts 
and donations which supplement VA 
appropriations to medical centers, clinics, 
and community living centers. 

Their contribution allows the VA to assist 
direct patient care programs, as well as 
support services and activities that may not 
be fiscal priorities from year to year. In the 
past, volunteer contributions and donations 
combined have exceeded $368,728,913 
yearly.

Herb shared that since the VA appointed 
the Knights of Columbus to its VAVS 
Program in 2002, Knights have started 
volunteering in approximately 98 percent 
of all VA medical facilities throughout 
the U.S. The Order’s quick response to 

providing a large number of volunteers 
was publicly recognized at a recent VA 
executive meeting. Officials described the 
Order’s efforts as being nearly unmatched 
by any of the other 350 organizations 
participating in the VAVS program. 

On a monthly basis, the VAVS Support 
Team works with the KofC Councils to 
collect canned, packaged, and dry goods, as 
well as personal hygiene items. Examples 
include canned meals, canned beef stew, 
canned meats, ramen noodles, stuffing, and 
cake mix. 

Council members are asked to bring these 
goods to the Council business meetings. 
The VAVS committee members load the 
contributions and transport them to the VA 
Homeless Program. Additionally, Council 
and Assembly Members are asked to bring 
in books, magazines (less than 6 months 
old), CDs and DVDs which are donated to 
the VA Patient Library for use in the library 
and distribution throughout the hospital. 

Our own VAVS Support team from  
St. Stephen Council 14084 includes:  
S/K Rich Sarnowski  
rasarno17@aol.com
S/K Jerry Coffey  
gjcoffey@aol.com
S/K Mark Lovejoy  
lovejoy6951@gmail.com 

The Price of Freedom Is 
Visible Here



George Allgoever
Donald Amberg
Guillermo Bambach
Roland Baudoin
Luis Castillo
Gregory Celestan
Anthony Corsentino
Richard Demarest
James Fieo
Christian Galvan
Gregory Grambor
Marc Johnson
Michael Kell
Joshua Knipp
Michael Le Savage
Joseph Liguori
Louis Maloni
Michael Nikitas
J O’Neal
John Pignataro
Jim Powers
Raoul Rodriguez
Theodore Russell
John Sepessy
John Simon
Dan Spears
Robert Uchytil
Matthew Warnken
Gerald Westbrock

 May Birthdays
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Welcome Brother Knights

(LtoR) WGK John Berrie, First Degree Knights Jack Coffey, Barry Hamel, and Dan Gang

Jack Coffey is the grandson of Sir Knight 
Jerry Coffey and son of Jerry Coffey Jr. He 
was baptized at St Stephen church. Jack 
is looking to become more involved with 
the Knights and our parish. He is currently 
renewing his commitment as Catholic and 
hopes to fully embrace all aspects of being 
a Knight of Columbus. His goal is to give 
back to the Community and to be a part of 
working with the Council, helping to reach 
out to our different charities.   

Barry Hamel is a cradle Catholic and has 
been a member of St. Stephen Parish since 
its inception. His wife is a member of the 
Columbiettes, and his son is an altar server. 
He is looking forward to accomplishing 
God’s work, including helping those in 

need, and being a part of the Knights of 
Columbus Fraternity. He plans to join the 
Right to Life Ministry, and to work with the 
families of our parish. 

Daniel Gang has been member of  
St. Stephen Parish for 12 years. He is 
also a member of the Men’s Club, and is 
involved in Christ Renews His Parish. He 
is married and has 2 grown daughters. His 
goals as a Knight is to get involved with 
the charitable aspects of the Knights that 
are part of our regular actives, also to learn 
more about what we do as Knights. Daniel 
wishes to contribute as much as possible 
to the growth and stature of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Newly Knighted brothers of Assembly 3418 (L to R) Bob Haley, George Ordonez and 
Anthony Basilicato with S/K Jerry Coffey, S/K Jerry Westbrock, and S/K Randy Lee

Our Newest Sir Knights

Memorare
Remember, O most gracious 
Virgin Mary,
that never was it known
that any one who fled to thy 
protection,
implored thy help
or sought thy intercession,
was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence,

We fly unto thee, O Virgin of 
virgins my Mother;
to thee do we come, before thee 
we stand, sinful and sorrowful;

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not our petitions,
but in thy mercy hear and answer 
them. Amen.
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May 18-21 The Cross and the Light
May 26-28 KofC State Convention
May 31 June business meeting, FLC
June 4 Graduation BBQ 11:30am
June 17 First Degree, St. Stephen School
June 29 Dedication of the new Church
July 15 Second Degree, St. Stephen School
July 21 Officer Installation, FLC
August 12 Fr. McGivney’s Birthday

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
Jim English

Family of the Month
Bob Haley Family

Did you know that we have a 
Facebook page?  We would like 
to hear your comments about the 

posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  
to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited 
our Website www.kofc14084.org? 
This is constantly being updated with 
different things and is a good source of 
information. We would like to hear from 
you on this as well. Every item that is downloaded on the webpage gives you an 
opportunity to comment and let us know what you think about. Please take the time 
and visit our website. 

Find Us On Facebook


